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Arise 1 Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 

THE HOLY MOTHER REMINISCES* 

‘When I was thirteen it was time for me to go to Kamarpukur, 1 so I went. 

The Master [ Sri Ramakrishna ] was then at Dakshineswar. I stayed for a 
month or so at Kamarpukur and then returned to Jayrambati. Five or six 
months later I went to Kamarpukur again and remained there for nearly six 
weeks. The Master was still at Dakshineswar, but his elder brother and my 
sister-in-law and others were at Kamarpukur. Later when the Master came 
home, he sent for me and I went to Kamarpukur. This time I remained for 
about three months. 

‘ . . . Afterwards I returned to Jayrambati. I heard from various people 
that the Master had gone mad and went about naked. No one understood 
his deep devotional moods. I thought since this is what they all say, I had 
better go and see for myself how he is. Just then a number of our village 
women were coming to Calcutta to bathe in the river Ganga on some auspicious 
occasion. It was about .Phalguna [ February-March ] of the Bengali year 
[ 1278 ]. I said to someone, “I would like to go to Dakshineswar to see how 
he is.” She told my father ; I had been too shy and frightened to say anything 
myself. Father said, “If she wishes to go, certainly she may.” He accom- 
panied us. I had fever on the way, high fever, and lost consciousness. That 
night I dreamed that a dark woman sat beside my bed and stroked my head. 

She said, “I come from Dakshineswar.” I said, “I too am going there. Who 
are you?” She answered, “I am your sister. Do not be afraid, you will get 
well.” 

‘My fever left me the very next day. In the end father arranged for a 
palanquin. We arrived at Dakshineswar about nine o’clock at night. I went 

* The Holy Mother, Sri Sarada Devi, was the spiritual consort of Sri Ramakrishna. 

After the Master’s passing, she was the source of spiritual inspiration and guidance to 
the monks and devotees of the Ramakrishna Order. During the course of her conversa- 
tions with them she often told her reminiscences about the Master. Some such are being 
presented here for the information of the readers. They have been edited and compiled 
chronologically by us from the book At the Feet of Holy Mother by Her Direct Disciples 
(Mayavati :Advaita Ashrama, 1963). 

i- The Holy Mother (then Saradamani) was married to Sri Ramakrishna at the 
age of five ; and according to the custom in those days, she stayed at her father’s house 
at Jayrambati. She would occasionally go to her father-in-law’s house at Kamarpukur. 




